
 

"Hamba Endleleni Engcwele"  
 

 
 

Creating the future, by healing the past, all in the present now moment!  
 
Dear Friends  
 
This week on Monday 9th  August , here in South Africa we celebrate National 
Women’s Day.  
 
This is a holiday to commemorate the 9 th  August in 1956 when over 20,000 women 
of all races and religious persuasions joined together in a march to the Union 
Buildings in Pretoria to protest against “pass laws”, those dreadful regulations 
which proposed even further restrictions on the movement of wom en. 
 
For anyone who is not familiar with the term “ pass law” during 
“Apartheid ” this was legislation that required African persons to 
carry a document on them to “ prove” that they were allowed to 
enter a “ white ” area.  All quite shocking and thankfully no w, a thing 
of the past!  

The march was organized by the Federation of South African 
Women and was led by four very courageous women; Helen Joseph, 
Rahima Moosa, Sophie Williams and Lilian Ngoyi.  They delivered the 
petitions to Prime Minister JG Strydom’s o ffice within the Union 
Buildings and these had been signed by many, many women 
throughout the entire country.  

This protest signaled an important  turning point in the role of women in the 
struggle for freedom , and since then , women from all walks of life b ecame equal 
partners in their  endeavor to create a non-racial and non-sexist South Africa.    

And look what has been achieved! 




